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Mr. Balfour recently gave it as his opinion that— 

“The Local Government Act is being used in every county in. Ireland 
where the Nationalist Party have a majority . . . as a great electoral machine 
for promoting the party interests of a particular section, even though the really 
essential local interests are fatally sacrificed thereby.” 

Mr. Long repeated the charge, and drew the same conclusion, that 
it would not be safe or fair to the minority to extend in any way the 
power already possessed by the majority in freland. 

Let us examine this contention in the light of facts. 


It is quite true that wherever Nationalists are in an electoral majority 


they return Nationalists to the County and District Councils. 


Why not ? Do Liberals elect Tariff Reformers to represent their views ? 
Had Unionists been chosen as popular candidates, the fact would un- 
doubtedly have been used as an argument to prove that the Irisn Party 
does not represent the mind of Ireland. 


Mr. Balfour’s accusation applies with more than equal force to the Irish 
Unionists. Elections are everywhere in freland conducted on political issues : 
the difference between the parties lies in this, that the Unionists impose a 
religious test also. 


No Catholic in freland is to-day elected by a Unionist electorate to a seat 
in Parliament, on a County Council, or even on a District Council. 


That Irish Nationalists have no objection to be represented by a 
Protestant is sufficiently proved by the fact that the Irish Party of eighty- 
one comprises nine Protestants. Contrast this with Great Britain, which 
returns only five Catholics among its 567 members. 

In certain cases Nationalist bodies in Ireland have agreed to give to 
Unionists a larger representation than they could secure at the polls; at 
Newcastle in County Down, Nationalists agreed to leave six seats out of 
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~\S'* Birr, where Nationalist¢ are eight to one, seven seats out of twenty-one are 
‘conceded to Unionists by agreement. 


individual Unionists who have shown good will and capacity are welcomed 
on public bodies. Thus, Lords Dunraven, Monteagle, and Killanin, Colonels 
Everard and Hutchinson Poé, have been repeatedly either elected or co-opted 
to local bodies, and have been given prominence on important committees. 
In Donegal Captain Stoney, D.L., is vice-chairman of the County Council. 


No parallel for these examples of tolerance can be given from Unionist 
Ireland. It cannot be seriously contended that Nationalists ought to elect 
Unionists to represent them as a general rule. That they are capably 
represented, that the Councils do their work economically, is admitted in all 
reports of the Local Government issued since 1900. Dublin Castile admits 
the efficiency of the local bodies. So did Mr. Gerald Balfour and Mr. Wyndham. 


In 1900 the first report said: “ The County and District Councils have, 
with few exceptions, properly discharged the duties devolving upon them.” 
1903, ~ the general administration of the Local Government Act by County 
and District Councils continues on the whole to be satisfactory, and the 
manner in which the several local bodies transact their business calls for no 
special observation. The collection of the rates has been efficiently carried 
out. Very great and most creditable improvements have taken place in the 
care of the sick.” 

Later reports naturally make no general criticism of what is now a well 
established system, but the Teport for 1906 acknowledges, é.g., valuable 
suggestions made “by local bodies as to Rules under the Labourers Act,” 
and there is not a word in it to bear out Mr. Balfour’s observations. 

But the real question is not one of efficiency, for’ the efficiency, and more 
specially the economy, are generally admitted. It is this: Bo the minority 
get fair play ? 

Wherever Unionists are the majority they do not. 


In Armagh there are 68,000 Protestants, 56,000 Catholics. The County 
Council has twenty-two Protestants, and eight Catholics. On the Committees 
appointed by the Council the majority give themselves the same undue 
proportion: ten to two on the Finance Committee, e.g. But in the matter 
of salaries, they are even less impartial. Out of fifty employees, three are 
Catholics. 





In Tyrone, Catholics are a majority of the population, 82,000 against 68,000; 
but the electoral districts have been so arranged that Unionists return sixteen 
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as against thirteen Nationalists (one a Protestant). This Council gives to 
the Unionists a two to one majority on its Committees, and out of fifty-two 
officials employs only five Catholics. 


In Antrim, which has the largest Protestant majority (196,000 to 40,000), 
twenty-six Unionists and three Catholics are returned. Sixty officers out of 
sixty-five are good Unionists and Protestants. 


Down and Derry counties exhibit the same features. Wherever Unionists 
have a majority on the Council, they give themselves, at least, a proportionate 
majority on the Committees, and a virtual monopoly of all lucrative employ- 
ment. Only the meanest posts are conceded to Catholics. 


Now take the other side. Sectarian bitterness is admittedly most felt on 
both sides in Ulster. Consider the case of Monaghan. Catholics are 54,000, 
and Protestants 19,000. Nationalism shows its strength at the ballot box, as 
a demonstration of principle, returning twenty-five Catholic Nationalists, and 
oniy two Unionists. But how does this body administer ? Of seats on Committees 
appointed, eighty-three are held by Catholics and thirty-six by Protestants. The 
paid officers are thirty-four Catholics, and twenty-three Protestants. 


It may be said that the County Council of Monaghan did not choose its 
officials. All the Counties took over the staff appointed by the old Grand Juries, 
which was Protestant and Unionist almost to a man, even in the most Catholic 
counties. That was the example which the local bodies found before them. 
Everyone of these officials could be dismissed by the Councils, if they choose 
to display intolerance. They do not. On the contrary, in Monaghan, only 
the other day a Protestant doctor secured, in competition with Catholics, the 
valuable headship of the County Asylum. 


Everywhere in the Catholic parts of Ireland, Protestants hold a share 
of the public salaries wholly disproportioned to their numbers. Even at 
Ballinasloe, where a recent appointment was sharply challenged, Protestants 
to-day receive {£1,003 out of 2,115, spent annually by the Asylum 
Committee. . 

We challenge Protestant Ulster to show a single case where a Catholic 
Nationalist has been elected hy a public body controlled by Unionists to a post 
of over £200 a year. 

For a final contrast take two adjacent counties, Cavan and Fermanagh. 


In Fermanagh, a Protestant minority has got hold of the representation. 
A population of 36,000 Catholics and 29,000 Protestants returns ten Catholics 
and seventeen Protestants. The Unionists give themselves fifty-five to twenty- 
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two seats on the Committees: and fifty-eight toseventeen on the list of officials. 
They pay £5,07r to Protestants, and £639 to Catholics. The highest salary 
received by any Catholic is £55. 

In Cavan 79,000 Catholics, and 18,000 Protestants return a Council 
exclusively Catholic and Nationalist. Yet this Council employs twenty-six 
Protestants as against thirty Catholics. ‘A Protestant official gets {600 a 
year ; no Catholic more than £300. 


Municipal Corporations show the same tendencies. In Belfast, Catholics 


are a third of the population, but the Corporation pays £51,405 in a year in 
salaries, of which only £640 goes to Catholics. 


In Derry, where Catholics are an actual majority of the population, the 
Corporation pays £6,663 to Protestant employees, and £169 to Catholics. 


Nothing of this unfairness can be found in Dublin. Twenty-three times 
since 1843 has the Lord Mayor been a Protestant. No Catholic has ever held 
that office in Belfast. In Dublin, at the present moment, a long list of the 
best paid positions are held by Unionists; while the North Dublin Union 
are actually being surcharged by the Local Government for insisting upon 
pensioning a Protestant Chaplain. 


To sum up, it can be confidently asserted— 

First, that Nationalist Ireland has set to Unionist Ireland a much needed 
example of religious and political toleration. Secondly, that wherever 
Protestants are in a minority, however small, they receive their full proportional 
share of representation on Committees, and more than their full share of 
salaries; and that wherever Unionists are in a majority, they use it to exclude 
the Catholic minority so far as possible from either influence or preferment. 
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